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Sec 20(2) UK Senior Courts Act 1981 provides 18 limbs of admiralty jurisdiction. They are, read with mode of exercise in s 21, The Bold Buccleugh (1851) 7 

Moo PC 267, s 22 and 24(2)a(a), as follows: 

Limb Provision 
 

Exercise Property Maritime Lien Restriction (if any) 

a any claim to the possession or ownership of 
a ship or to the ownership of any share 
therein 

In Personam 
In rem 
Can arrest concerned ship only 

Ship No  

b any question arising between the co-
owners of a ship as to possession, 
employment or earnings of that ship 

“ Ship No  

c any claim in respect of a mortgage of or 
charge on a ship or any share therein 

“ Ship No  

d any claim for damage received by a ship In personam only Ship No  

e any claim for damage done by a ship In personam 
In rem 
Can arrest concerned ship / 
sister ship 

Ship YES Sec 22 SCA 
(restriction concerning in 
personam claims only) 

f (loss of life or personal injury) “ Ship No  

g any claim for loss of or damage to goods 
carried in a ship 

“ Ship No  

f any claim arising out of any agreement 
relating to the carriage of goods in a ship or 
to the use or hire of a ship 

“ Ship No  

h any claim arising out of any agreement 
relating to the carriage of goods in a ship or 
to the use or hire of a ship 

“ Ship No  

j (salvage) “ Ship YES  

k any claim in the nature of towage in 
respect of a ship or an aircraft 

“ Ship / 
Aircraft 

No  

l any claim in the nature of pilotage in 
respect of a ship or an aircraft 

“ Ship / 
Aircraft 

No  

m any claim in respect of goods or materials 
supplied to a ship for her operation or 
maintenance 

“ Ship No  

n any claim in respect of the construction, 
repair or equipment of a ship or in respect 
of dock charges or dues 

“ Ship No  

O any claim by a master or member of the 
crew of a ship for wages (including any sum 
allotted out of wages or adjudged by a 
superintendent to be due by way of wages) 

“ Ship YES Sec 24(2)(a) 
(discretion to refuse to entertain 
claim against foreign ship in rem / 
her owners in personam) 

p any claim by a master, shipper, charterer or 
agent in respect of disbursements made on 
account of a ship 

“ Ship No  

q any claim arising out of an act which is or is 
claimed to be a general average act 

“ - No  

r any claim arising out of bottomry “ - YES  

s any claim for the forfeiture or 
condemnation of a ship or of goods which 
are being or have been carried, or have 
been attempted to be carried, in a ship, or 
for the restoration of a ship or any such 
goods after seizure, or for droits of 
Admiralty 

In personam  
In rem 
Can arrest concerned 
ship/(goods) only 

Ship / 
Goods 

No  

 

Sec 20(1)(c), read with (d), in effect, add the following limb: 

- supply of necessaires  In personam 
In rem 
Can arrest concerned ship 

Ship No  
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